
How is Musical 
Literacy 

obtained?

Through:

Curwen Hand signs Deciphering rhythms

Dictating

aural skills

sol-feg

reading and 
notating

National standards for music:

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the 
arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Listening

Practicing.

What does using 
Curwen hand signs 

effect in music?

How do we learn 
to sing in parts?

What is the 
context of 

our 
repertoire?

How does that 
effect musical 

literacy?

How does 
that relate to 

our lives?

What is the 
phrase or 

form of the 
selected 

repertoire?

Why is it 
important to 

recognize the 
patterns in 

music?

How do the 
words relate to 
the sound we 
are making?

What are 
the solfeg 

notes being 
sung in this 

section?
Describe 

the 
intervals, 
what are 
the names 

of the 
notes?

When we 
sing in a 

round, what 
is being 
created? 

(Harmony)

What is an 
ostinato? And 

what 
characterizes 
the sound of 
an ostinato?

What is 
this 
song 

about?

How amny times do 
we sing the A 

section? B section?


